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LOGLINE: A young asylum seeker
must find a way to avoid deportation
before his court hearing, as his new
arrangement turns out to be an
unexpected and unravelling affair.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

On June 13, 2009, what began as a peaceful protest against Iran’s presidential election
results was shattered by gunfire. Snipers positioned on rooftops opened fire on unarmed
civilians. I was there, among the millions marching, witnessing the violence unfold in
real time. In the days that followed, hundreds were killed and thousands were arrested,
tortured, and subjected to unimaginable abuse. A year later, the wave of uprisings known
as the Arab Spring spread across the Middle East, dismantling long-standing power
structures and forcing countless individuals to flee their homelands.

The Illegal begins where many of those stories are often left untold — at the moment of
arrival. The film follows Ahmed, a political asylum seeker who escapes persecution
during the Arab Spring and lands in Canada carrying the weight of
unresolved trauma. Instead of safety and stability, he finds himself entangled
in a violent criminal underworld shaped by racism, drug trafficking, and
white supremacist extremism. His struggle reflects a broader reality:
survival does not end at the border.

Through Ahmed’s journey, The Illegal confronts three urgent issues shaping
our contemporary society — systemic racism, the immigrant experience,
and the opioid crisis. The narrative draws from true events and the lived
experiences of freedom fighters and survivors. Some scenes were deeply
difficult to write as they hit close to home. Yet it felt necessary to give

voice to moments that history has overlooked or refused to record.

This film is not only a story of displacement, but of resilience — and

of the hidden battles that continue long after escape.
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CAST

Iyad Mokhtar Chloe Coyle

CREW

Writer and Director Amir Kiani

Producers: Amir Kiani and Krishna Kolanupaka
Cinematographer Justin Arjune

Editor Majid Azadmanesh

Set Decorator Marjan Hekmati

Makeup Mykaela Wattie

Assistant Director Santiago Loaiza Daza

Sound Recorder Blair Cooper

Composer: David Mesiha

Andrew Bee

Michael Masurkevitch



TECHNICAL SPECI

Title: The Ill
Director:
Runtime: 15
Completion r: 0
Country of Origin: C
Shooting Format / Aspec 1
Audio Format: Stereo Y
Language(s) : English, Arabic
Subtitle Language(s): English, F



AWARDS & NOMINATIONS

Golden Sheaf Awards Nominee, Yorkton Film Festival, Canada, 2024

Special Jury Prize Taunus Film Festival (TAUNALE) Germany, 2024 ‘
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International
A.S5.T.0. Short Film
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Morehouse College
Human Rights Film
Festival
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OFFICIAL SELECTION
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International Short
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FESTIVAL PARTICIPATION 13 (LT i}ﬁ}}
?7th Yorkton Film Festival, Canada, 2024 lerrehucriicrion i

14th Taunus Film Festival (TAUNALE) Germany, 2024

19th Intl Human Rights Film Festival, Albani 2024

12th Toronto Shorts International Film Festival 2024

7th Morehouse Human Rights Film Festival, USA, 2025
20th Rocket City Film Festival, Alabama, USA 2025

13th Social Justice Film Festival, USA, 2026

22nd Beloit International Film Festival, USA, 2026

23rd International A.S.T.O. Short Film Festival, Greece 2026
13th Torino Underground Cinefest, Turin, Italy 2026

12th Garofano Rosso Film Festival, Forme (AQ) Italy 2026
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“extraordinarily intense cinematic
language”

Frankfurter Rundschau

Mehr als 30 internationale Film-
Produktionen / Preisverleihung als
kronender Abschluss (German)
https://www.fr.de/rhein-main/hochtaunus/
oberursel-ort69327/rund-1000-gaeste-
kommen-zum-festival-93239093.html

“a remarkable refugee story with
dramatically surprising cuts.”

Taunus-Nachrichten

Essen, Leben, Lieben im Hotel und Open
Air im Rushmoor-Park (German)
https://www.taunus-nachrichten.de/
oberursel/nachrichten/oberursel/essen-
leben-lieben-hotel-open-air-rushmoor-park-
id166767.html

The Spot Media & Film (German)

Filmfest Oberursel ubertrifft Erwartungen
https://the-spot-mediafilm.com/news/
festival-news/filmfest-oberursel-
uebertrifft-erwartungen l

il »

Frankfurter
Preisverleihung kront Festival in Oberursel
(German)
https://www.fnp.de/lokales/hochtaunus/
oberursel-ort69327/preisverleihung-kroent-
festival-in-oberursel-93238907.html
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